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Your description of 2 good old American home cooked
meal mede me a little jezlous., I like the food here better than
most of my colleagues, but anvone gets tired of restaurant cooking
all the time, even if it were American cooking, I was a little
puzzled by your reference to Janie's "job", as I had not heard
anything -bout her having one, except as a relief guard at- the
swimning pool, and I gather that is mot what you had in mind,

They are having a big time in Stuttgart picsht now.
It is the annual Auslands Deutschen Tagung, the bigést regular
event in Stuttgert's history. I don't know exactly how to ex~
plaiy the word "Tagung",. It can be used to describe any kind
of a meeting, but none of the Fnglish words I can think of
fit this particular kind of a2 meeting., It is not exactly a con-
vention, although that is probably what they would call it in
America. 'Thetever it is, it #s a session which lasts about a week
to which all the Germsns living in foreign countries are urged
to come., It is frankly a party meeting and is used to indoc-
trinste the Germans living outside tHe Reich with the'¥rue
spirit" of modern Germany, Several big men are coming, or, I
should say, are already here for the occasion, The bigrest
is Rudolph Hess, the personal representétive of the Fuehrer,
who is, probesbly, the second or third most important man in
Germeny, There 1s sccasional speculation as to whether he or
Goering wiuld succeed if anythines should happen to Hitlers how-
ever, such speculation is rather futile, for in the normal
course of events Hitler should live for many vears wet, at which
time the situation would be entirely changed,

Hess is staying here at the Graf Zep%%lﬁn, Just two
floors below and one room to the right of me. had a good op-
portunity to watch his arrivel last nicht, as he came out of
the station across the street and just about a block down the
street from the hotel., Althourh he did not arrive until 11
o'clock, by seven a crowd had begun to gather., About this time
a sound truck was sent out to announce that Hess would not ar-
rive until lster -nd that it was useless to wait at that time,
Almost an hour before he was expected the guards hregan to march
into the area in front of the hotel =nd along the street where
Hess was ~oing to walk, Immedistely opposite the door where
he came out they had 2 scuad of the regular army, with band,
and the rest of the way wes lined solidly with S5 men 2nd loecal
police, The SS men formed = line in the street ahout six feet
ffom the curb on ezch side, The police were risht along the curb
end held the crowd back, thus lesving a space of ahout six feet
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vacant on either side, This ideal 2rrangement was not allowed
to last until the big man arrived, however, as the crowd jostled
the police and eventually pushed them back to where the SS men
were. However, there were otill two solid lines between Hess
and his admiring followers, end every other man was facing in-
wards to epot any nossible assassin,

I heve somewhat spoiled the story by telling you that
Hess walked, T had expected that he would ride in af,0pen car,
of which there are a large supply on hend here, IngZ3# he
walked very slowly for sbout a block%ﬂ, just 2 step #head of his
entourage, There is no denying thet”the crowd was very enthu-
giastic; after he entered the hotel most of them stood around
in spite of the tactful discouragement of the police the yelled
for him to come out., They have little rimes which they shout in
unison, but which I coi1ld not understend in detail. Finslly
he tkrew open his window and saluted the crowd two or three times
“To-the accompaniment of thinderous cheers, I got cuite a Kick
out of it, for s my room is elmost directly over his, I could
eazsily imagine that the people were cheering me. However, T
suffered no delusions on this score,

Today there have been crowds around all the time,
weatching for him to go in end out of the hotel, It has been
rather herd for me to get in and out; once I had to come in a
back door. Right =t this moment the black shirts are lining the
street sgain, waiting for Hess to return from the speech he is
making this afternoon, but at the present moment the poor devils
are not holding back sby crowds, as it is raining so hard that
even the Germans, who don't seem to mind rain as much as we do,
have run for shelter, leaving the ever-loyal SS standing ruefully
almost alone in the downpour., I must admit that my third fléor
room, while more comfortazhble, is not the hest place to look from,
All T can see ic the top of his head (or hat) as he walks in
and out. I just losked out again, and notice a touching sicht,
A nice middle-aged lady is stending down there holding her um-
brélla over one of the guards.

- The decoration of the city for the occasion is really
mervelous., I do not think anything like it has ever been done
in America. In the first place, every building flies at least
one flag, 2nd moct of them several., I have a huge one just
below my window. Then ropes of evergreen entwined with gold
heve been draped very attractively over the fronts of the buil-
dinfs on the principal streets; several have large evergreen
wreaths spots. Facing the station they erected two poles
recently, end then surrounded them with square boxes cévered
with chicken wire., I wondered what on earth they could do with
such ungsinly looking objects, but I soon found out. They
filled the geps in the wire with evergreen sprigs, znd so thor-
oughly did they cover it that not 2 single piece of wire is
vieible. The whole things looks like 2 s0lid column of ever-
green, On top they placed a lerge, fierce-looking German esgle,
gilded, and ran strands of gold &own throurh the eversreen, The
whole business is very beautiful and impreseive, )
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Last nicht I took a walk through the park, which
hes a2lso been lavishly decorated for the occasion, KEverything
was illuminated: fountains, trees, cstatues and everything,
Every walk was outlined by little candles set in the grass in
little tin pans. Amongest the shrubbery were thousands of little
vesper lights, very vnretty, althourh many of them looked so
0ld end cracked I heve no doubt they originally belongedhto the
xing before the war, Besides German flags, many of the street
are decorated with the bemners of the cities of old Wuerttemberg,
and others from town all over Germany. As I said before, I don't
think anything like it has ever been done in America., It's like N
the Christmas decorations and the Fourth of July =11 together,
but somewhat more tastefully than is usual in America, Naturally,
it must cost fantastic sums to do &ll tris. Those big evergreen
wreaths cost money, unless thev collect them for taxes., On se-
cond thought, they probsbly get them fofflthe big lumber mills
in the Black Forest, whebte trees are being cut for next winter's
overcoats, 2lso fTakes a small army—to put them ali’up’ang
take them dovn when it's all over. And the tax nayer pays it all!
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I had originally intended to send Janie a present
for her birthday, and was, in fact, right on the point of pur-
chasing something, But several people have discouraged me
by saying that it would cost you as much duty, or more, than I
paid originally over here, Pending an investigation as to the
duty retes, I am enclosing a withdrawal slip for $5, which will
eneble the little girl to buy comething for herself, Of course
I realize that this will arrive 2 little after the event, but
tetter late than never's my motto, Wish her many happy returns
for mei I am terribly far behind on mv correspondence; it would
take me five minuted just to write 2 list of =211 the people I
owe letters to, I will follow your sucgestion to write to
Betty; I have since receivedz letter from her, In the meantime,
go out to see her once in a while, She says she rarely sees
any of the family, and you might alsc read her my letters, Iy
time and eyes simply do not allow me to write to every member of
the family every week, as much as I would like to., I prefer to
write long letters and try to say something when I do write,
Last night I wrote a letter to Grandpa, from whom I heard a . §

couple of weeks ago, §§§
:\

) One of the grafts of the consular husiness is obser- y )
ving all American holidays and all those of the country in vhich
the Consulate is located. Conseauently, I will have Labor Dav )
off from lsbor, and I intend to use the holiday to go to Geneva
to see the town and visit Al Highley, an o0ld Fletcher School \
friend, who has been there for a couple of yeesrs now, He received
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hls doctor's degree last July and is now workine for the K 8 P g 18 P.S. You
(Internetionsl Labor Office), Harlen Clerk, from Zurich, thinks Q&a haven't

he 111 come down 'to, so we ourht to have 2 pretty good time ‘.""&é\

As 1t has rained every week-end for the lest four weeks, I am N\ foldme

hoping for, but not expecting, good weather next week, ’For N what |

the last several wecks it has heen unpleasantly cool here, xki owe you
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I ael s -
somevhat moieegeizgiai;ng : pcciei of pictures of Stuttpart, ; insurance
i an that German chap hroucht A
Give my love to Janie, D g " . around, Y 5 etc. yet.
ie, Dorothy, end 21l the rest, With love /42&Qk¢
C N
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